SHUE MURDER STORY 


The Greenbrier Ghost story has been told unnumbered times, 
It has appeared in local newspapers. It has been printed in many de- 
tective story magazines, It has been told in mystery qQuarterlies, It 
has been included in manyhard-cover anthologies. And how TAeDy; thou- 
sands of times has the sobering tale been passed from teller to listener 


by word of mouth? 


i ? Or, was it all adream had by abereaved mother 
who lacie Ge her beloved daughter had died a natural death? 
Science may never know the answer, But a jury of Greenbrier dwellers 
and a respected judge heard testimony which convicted a man of murder 
and sent himto prison for life. The ever-growing testimony began, how- 
ever, when a supernatural entity--or a dream--came to Mrs, Mary ae 
Heaster, who caused the authorities to act in the bizarre case, 


Herewith is the reported sequence of events in one of the stran- 
gest cases ever to come before the American bar: The time was the au- 
tumn of 1896, A strong and hearty blacksmith named Edward S. Shue 
had recently moved from Pocahontas County into Greenbrier County, and 
had begun working in a blacksmith shop owned by James Crookshanks 
and located a few miles from Lewisburg. 


Shuewas 35 at the time, having been born in 1861, at Mount Solin, 
Virginia. Although the brawny newcomer had already had two wives, 
one divorced and the other dead, he attracted the eye of the pretty young 
Zona Heaster. After a whirlwind courtship lasting only a few weeks, the 


two were married, The marriage took place in November in the Metho- 
dist church at Livesay's Mill, 


The couple moved to their home, which was located six miles 
west of Lewisburg on what is now Route 60. The house is now owned and 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs, Clyde Goodwin, and sits on the right of the 
highway, a quarter mile past Route 19, 


Zona, in the role of new bride, became known as an excellent 
cook and housekeeper, Things seemed to g0 well until Christmas, but 
a few days later the young Mrs, Shue fell ill. She was treated for sev- 
eral weeks by Doctor C, M, Knapp, and cared for by her seemingly de- 
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When the doctor arrived to examine the young wom 
that the husband had placed her on a bed, had eens Fash Be 
complete with a high stiff collar, and had then wrapped a scarf around 
‘neck. Shue held her head continuously, until the doctor completed 
examination and pronounced Zona dead of a heart attack. 
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went to question Edward Shue, 
believe foul play had been done, 
Mary and Johnson Heaster went a wipiaie.. an talked wee 
Prosecuting Attorney John A. Preston, o als t 5 onvinced of 
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Shue was charged with murder and was lodged in the County Jail 
at Lewisburg, to await the June term of the Greenbrier County Circuit 
Court, The prisoner obtained two lawyers to defend him, Doctor 
William Rucker and James Gardner, the Jatter being one of the first 


Negro luwyers to Practice in West Virginia. 


In at packed sourtroom, the last day of June, Edward Shue went 
on trial for murder, Altorney Preston, in his opening told the jury that 
the case of West Virginia against Shue was circumstantial, then added 
that evidence would seon unfold of a type never before Presented ina 
modern court room, 


Doctor Knapp testified that he Originally rendered a verdict of 
heart failure only after Shue had refused to let the medical man examine 
Zona's head, The-binding scarf was also recalled. 


Anderson Jones told of Shue's persistent efforts to get the boy 
to go do the chores for Zona. Anderson described how he found the 
hady. 


Other Witnesses recalled Shue was the onl 
Known to be at his home the Morning of the tragedy. Witnesses 
recalled that Zonats head seemed loose at the neck and 
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THE GR KLENBRIER GHOST 
Shue Murder Story 


THE FIRST NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER (Mother of ZonaHeaster Shue) is lying in bed 
ing that her dead daughter Zona come and re 
cause of the pretty girl's recent sudden death, The 
praying has been going on for an hour. All at once 
the mother turns and sees her dead daughter stand- 
ing beside the bed, The mother puts out her hand.. 

ZONA, .«+.+++++++.. Stands looking ather mother for a time, 
as if about to speak, and then disappears. 
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THE SECOND NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER is again praying for the dead girl to reappear and 
reveal the manner of death. Suddenly Zona appears 
and stands near the mother. 


ONA............. talks with her mother, Mary, and begins telling of 
the actionleading tothe grisly ending, She does not 
finish the story, however, before fading away into 
nothingness again, 
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Among the things Zona told her mother--according to the tes- 
timony--was a complete description of the Shue residence and surround- 
ings, a description ofthe place where the bloodwas found in the dining - 
room, and a wish that the mother search a certain spot behind a loose 
board 1n the cellar, 


Most dramatic was Mary S, Heaster's testimony as to why the 
il died and the manner of her death. It appeared that the blacksmith 
“come homefrom the shopthat evening, seemingly in an angry mood. 
berated Zonabecause she had not prepared meat for his supper, She 
led that they had plenty of good things on the table, enough to make 
meal, 


Zona said, "'He got up and started toward me..." 


Nothing could shake the mother's story. The damning evidence 
Piling up. In the end the jury believed that murder had been done. 


rd S, Shue was convicted. He was sent to The West Virginia State 
y, where he died eight years later. 
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Mrs, Ellen Ocheltree, wholivedin the Chesnut Flat area 


burg. Perk lived to an old age with his new owner. 
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frequently visited) yirs, Zona (Heaster) Shue died in the 
D. Arbuckle. Richlands of this county, on the 23rd of 
January, and her body was taken out 
to Little Sewell and buried. Since then 
rumors In the community caused the 
vn our Town] *'thorities to suspect that she may not 
ee sth._—| ave died from natural causes. In 
ght, sche Si t t short her husband, E. S., commonly 
Cee lc nown as Trout” Shue, was suspected 
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sd handsome new} friends. An inquest was accordingly 
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eek and his goods} Shue’s body was exhumed and a post 
Wm. W. Grow] mortem examination made, conducted 
© room with his] by Drs. Knapp, Rupert and Houston 
and W. Lake} McClung, Shue being present and sum- 
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» Mr. Grow wil! | Doctors we learn that the examination 
clearly disclosed the fact that Mrs. 
a Shue’s neck had been broken. Wehear 
gaged ser too that Shue’s conduct at the time of 
siness last Sat- his wife’s death and when she lay a 
corpse in his house was very suspicious. 
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by dislocating her neck by some means 
the evidence does not disclose ; that he 
was the only person seen about or known 
to have been at the house that morn- 
ing prior to the time when his wife was 
found dead; that he requested Dr. 
Knapp, after he had resorted to the 
usual means‘of resuscitation, to make 
no further examination of the bedy; 
that he assisted in dressing the body 
and in doing so put around the neck a 
high collar and a large yeil several times 
folded and tied in a large bow under 
the chin; that the head was obseryed 
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house to gather the eggs, instructing 
him to go into the house, find his wife 
and see if she wanted anything ; that 
in his conversation and conduct, after 
bis wife’s death, he seemed in good spir- 
ils, and showed no proper appreciation 
of the loss he had sustained ; that when 
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against him 5 yehemently protested his 
innocence, calling God to witness ; ad- 50 
mitted that he had served a term in the as 
pen ; declared that he dearly loyed his 
wife, and appealed to the jury to look LEWIS 
into his face and then say if he was 
guilty. His testimony, manner, &c., 
made an unfavorable impression on the 
spectators. 

There is no middle ground for the 
jury to take. The verdict inevitably 
and logically, must be for murder in 
the first degree or for an acquittal. 
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